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Section 1.Introduction
This Panton Town Plan is a comprehensive document. Itis
prepared in conformance with the provisions of Chapter 117
of the Vermont Municipal Regional Planning and
Development Act.  Zoning regulations were first enacted in
1968.  A Town Plan has been in place since that time and
was substantially updated in 1996. This current plan builds
on those efforts in an attempt to continue to keep the plan a
living document.

The Town Plan provides a guide for the future of Panton's
natural and human environment. It also provides a
"snapshot" of the town, its current conditions, facilities and
programs, its natural and cultural resources and
demographic make-up.

The Town Plan provides the basis for the implementation
and administration of the zoning bylaws. As such it
represents one element in the ongoing planning process,
which must be fluid, responding to changes within the
community, as well as trends, and factors which influence it
from the outside.

The plan must serve to promote the health, safety and
welfare of all of the town's residents. It also serves as a guide
for development review within the town. It provides a basis
for funding initiatives and grant applications. Equally
important, it articulates planning goals and objectives, and
outlines steps for fulfilling them.

The plan, however, is only a document. It is the people of this
community who will put the plan into action, in striving to
sustain and enhance the special quality of life we value and
experience in Panton.

The involvement of the citizens of Panton in the planning
process leading up to the creation of this plan has been
critical, insofar as it ensures that the plan will reflect the
character and vision of the community. With this, the plan
will be more readily embraced and its initiatives forwarded.

The Planning Commission has been meeting on a regular
basis for a number of years working toward the creation of
this plan, and at several junctures residents have been urged
to participate in the "visioning" process. Town officials,
including selectmen, the regional planning commission
delegate, and school board members, were invited to
participate in the development of the goals and objectives of
this plan. The process doesn't end with this plan; in fact, the
plan becomes the springboard for the next phase of work,
evolving and implementing the vision.

Goalsare the general aims of the community, such as
preserving active agricultural lands in Panton;

Objectives are more specific sub-elements of goals, usually
providing measurable, mid-range strategies.  Thus, the
objective for preserving active agricultural lands might be to
support and develop zoning regulations that help maintain
agricultural lands;

Policies are operational actions, usually with the purpose of
relatively short-term implementation.  Policies for the
objective of supporting and developing zoning regulations
that help maintain agricultural lands might include
developing a cluster subdivision/development bylaw.
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Section 2. Vision
In twenty years, we envision Panton to be a rural
agricultural and residential community with working
farms and open space still at the core of the
community's character.

We envision that Panton Four Corners will still be the
village center of the town with the church, Town Hall,
country store, and historic homes still the basis for the
historic settlement pattern.

We foresee that the lakeshore will be more accessible
than it has been, with an active town facility at
Arnold Bay accommodating swimming,
fishing, boating, and even moorings for
longer-term use. We see the shoreline protected
and stabilized, withlittle additional visual intrusion
than is present in the last decade of the twentieth
century. The water will be cleaner, as farms and
camps continue to upgrade their manure handling
methods, run-off control, and sewage treatment
efforts.

It is our vision that additional small-scale agricultural
and commercial enterprises, particularly home
occupations, will contribute to the diversity and
stability of the community. We see that in the coming
decades we will have to develop alternative options for
residential environments, including cluster
developments with new and innovative septic systems.
Affordable and elderly housing opportunities would
ensure that there is housing for all citizens of our
town. We see that our community will be closer and
more unified in our attempts to advance our overall

planning visions for
Panton.

We envision that more
land will be conserved
as part of our natural
resource base and
heritage; this initiative

will keep our town rural
and maintain the high

quality of life we all seek.

We plan to continue exploring ways
to connect with the rest of our
region in terms of the provision of

services, recreational and educational
opportunities. Regional bikeways are

one example of this vision.

Finally, it is the goal of this planning
effort and the vision which underlies it to

ensure that those qualities of life in Panton
that we treasure and rely on today are
sustained for many years into the future, and
that, in fact, this vision is at the core of what
we consider to be the most essential and
important qualities of day to day living and
functioning of our community.


