Town of Panton Chartered 1761
3176 Jersey Street • Panton, VT 05491-9331
Ph: 802.475.2333 • Fax: 802.475.2785

PANTON PLANNING COMMISSION AND DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
Thursday, October 14 , 2021
In Attendance:
DRB/PC Members: Chair David Raphael, Vice-Chair Mary Rudd, Brad Dewey, Bethanie
Brady Farrell, Annie Hopper, Clerk-Treasurer Maggie McCormick
Via Zoom: Zoning Administrator David Martini
David Called the Development Review Board meeting to order at 5:31p.m.
1. Approve minutes from September meeting.
a. Brad moved to accept the September meeting minutes as written once the
spelling of Bethanie’s name is corrected. Mary seconded. All in favor; the
motion passed.
2. Monthly Report from the Zoning Administrator (ZA) and any updates on permit
activity.
a. The ZA had no new permit activity to report.
b. David Raphael reported he spoke with Matt Jerry about his proposed Panton
Rd subdivision. Mr. Jerry is working with the State and surveyor to
determine flood plain status. David conferment that the Zoning Regulations
definition of frontage can be comprised of both land bordering navigable
water and a road.
3. Other Business- old or new
a. DRB policy and practice: It is the PC, not the DRB that enacts new policies
and procedures
i. ZA recommends disclaimer that the document is not all-inclusive:
Raphael agreed and will add a disclaimer.
ii. Setbacks for farms were discussed and noted that farm setbacks are
dictated by the applicable zoning district setbacks.
iii. The language around setbacks and versus minimum yard
requirements will be clarified.
iv. Notes will be added regarding exemptions and ordinances cited
v. What constitutes a farm structure will be defined.
vi. Clarification of drainage system work that requires a permit:
1. No change to drainage footprint doesn’t need permit.

2. If new lines or infrastructure needs to be installed, a permit is
required.
vii. The document will be discussed further during the PC meeting.
b. It was noted that there is garbage collection at the undeveloped Panton Road
parcel across from the Town Garage. The ZA will investigate.
c. The ZA questioned permits for Airbnb’s as a commercial use or home
occupation. If the property owner is not on premises, it is not a home
occupation. Although bed and breakfast is defined in the Zoning regulations,
it is not otherwise addressed. The DRB agreed that the length of the rental is
pivotal. Mary will contact the Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT) for
the State’s definition of a short-term rental and legal guidance on the Town’s
authority to regulate short-term rentals.
4. Adjournment
a. Annie moved to adjourn the meeting. Brad seconded. All in favor, the meeting
adjourned at 6:02 p.m.
Planning Commission Meeting
The Planning Commission meeting convened at 6:02 p.m.
1. Approve minutes from the September meeting.
a. Brad moved to accept the September meeting minutes as written once the
spelling of Bethanie’s name is corrected. Annie seconded. All in favor; the
motion passed.
2. Review and adopt DRB Policy and Practice for Permitting
a. David will make discussed changes, recirculate for all to review, with the plan
to adopt the Policy and Practice for Permitting at the November meeting.
b. Tabled until November.
c. Question for VLCT: does state consider short term rentals a commercial use?
What ability is there to require a permit?
d. The PC will not seek to regulate Air Bibbs until there are complaints.
3. New Business: none.
4. Old Business:
a. Update on the Panton Solar Project –
i. A site visit was conducted on Friday, October 2. The new trees are
doing well. Dead trees that were left to see if they might come back
will be removed. The current contractor, Appalachian Landscaping,
will be retained for the next year and will do one more supplemental
planting in the spring,
b. The ACRPC/VTrans PELS presentation was rescheduled to the October 26,
2021 Selectboard meeting.
c. On October 20, Vergennes and Ferrisburgh are hosting a surveyor’s
presentation about his work on the town boundaries. Maggie will send the
email to DRB/PC members.
d. Arnold Bay Project – next steps
i. College students will be conducting an ecological assessment and a
first peoples culture assessment, and creating potential designs. The

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum is conduction an onshore
ecologically study.
e. Turkey Lane
i. Judge ruled in favor of the Town. Turkey Lane is preserved as a Town
right of way.
ii. The Town will have Turkey Lane surveyed.
5. ADJOURN Adjournment
Mary moved to adjourn the meeting. Brad seconded. All in favor, the meeting
adjourned at 6:31 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Maggie McCormick
Clerk-Treasurer

