DRAFT
Town of Panton
 Select Board Minutes
June 13, 2017 - 6:00 P.M.


In Attendance:
Select Board:				Administration:				Guests:
Howard Hall, Chair			Rick Cloutier, Road Foreman		Pat Steele	Mary Hurlie
Teresa Smith				Diane Merrill, Treasurer			Cheryl Shea	Katia LaManna		
Zachary Weaver, Vice Chair		Jean Miller, Clerk			Roy Shea	Dennis Hopper
										Annie Hopper 	Sean Willerford
										Ken McEwan	Cheryl McEwan
										Julie Rheaume	Carlotta Tippett
										Ed Biello	Deb Hartenstein
										Beverly Biello	David Rheaume
										Mark Berger	Paulette Bogan
										Judith Fisher	David Putter
										Jeff Provost	Hans Vorsteveld
										Gerard Vorsteveld
										Eben Markowski
						
1.	Call Meeting to Order – H. Hall called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M.
	H. Hall started the meeting by going over the Select Board Rules of Procedure so everyone present would be 	informed how the meeting would proceed.
	H. Hall moved to add appointment of Town officers, Late Taxes Issue – Abby Winston and Draft Zoning Regs & 	Subdivision Set up Warned Meeting (Meeting has to be published and warned 15 days in advance) to the 	agenda.  Z. Weaver 2nd.  All approved.

2.	Review/Approve Minutes of May 23, 2017 – Z. Weaver moved to approve the minutes of May 23, 2017.  T Smith 2nd.  All approved.

3.	Citizen’s Comments - Many of the citizens present spoke to the Select Board regarding their concerns with the tree cutting that had been done in Panton by the Vorsteveld Farm.  They wanted to know if Vorsteveld Farm had broken any laws by cutting in the right of way and if they had that the maximum fine or penalty be charged.  People felt that State Agencies should be contacted if they had not been to check on the run off that was flowing into the lake due to the clearing that had taken place in regards to the Shoreline Protection Act.  
	The other concern was the junk ordinance and the follow through of the Select Board with people who were
	out of compliance.  One person wanted to remind those present that Panton was a rural/farming community and that when people moved here they should have known that and if they didn’t like it they should move.

4.	Health Officer Interest/Geoffrey Nelson - Geoffrey Nelson is currently Health Officer for the Towns of Addison and Waltham.  He works for Coop Insurance in a managerial position and is a volunteer on the Fire Dept.   Z. Weaver made a motion to appoint Geoffrey Nelson as Panton Health Officer.  T. Smith 2nd.  All approved.

5.	Local Emergency Operations Officer Interest/Bob Groff – Tabled due to B. Groff being out of Town.

6. 	 Appointment of Town Officers – H. Hall moved to appoint Rick Cloutier as Panton’s Tree Warden.  Z. Weaver 2nd.  All approved.  Due to R. Cloutier’s previous experience as Tree Warden, his knowledge of the Right of Way and what trees needed to come down (dead or diseased) H. Hall felt that he would be a good fit.

7.	Late Taxes Issue – Abby Winston – Abby Winston moved to Panton the end of last July 2016.  She received her tax bill and paid the first installment last fall.  She wrote out her 2nd installment on May 1st but did not bring it to
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	 the office until May 2nd.  She was then told that her payment was late and there would be interest and a penalty charged.  She is asking for lenience.  B. Fleming/Delinquent Tax Collector could attend tonight’s meeting but had spoken with H. Hall.  She did not want to set precedence by abating the penalty.  The Board of Abatement would have to have a meeting to abate the interest charged.  The Selectboard could not be of any help in this issue.  A. Winston asked what the interest and penalty was use for and where did it go.  D. Merrill explained that the penalty went to the Delinquent Tax Collector.  A. Winston wanted it noted that she felt that is was a conflict of Interest.

8.	Church Signage – E. Carter is looking for a letter to be sent to the Panton Baptist Church regarding the Church Signage.

9.	Road Foreman Report – The radiator, water pump and brakes have been replaced on the 2010 Freightliner.  The Town has spent $12,000 on the 2010 Freightliner this year and $30,000 was spent last year.  D. Merrill wondered when the landscaping for the Park N Ride would be finished so the paperwork could be submitted for the Grant.
	Green Haven is doing the planting and will do the maintenance of the plants for the first year.  The Stop sign still needs to be moved. 
	Received another load of salt and there is a load of chloride ordered. 
	Highway Financials - Financials were reviewed.

10.	Right of Way – H. Hall rode with the Road Foreman and checked the Right of Way.  As they drove Pease Road, Arnold Bay Road and Adams Ferry Road the Road Foreman pointed out that two trees had been taken out of the right of way that were blocking the vision of as equipment was coming out of the field.  Other trees that were taken out were dead or were on the fence line.  H. Hall pointed out that a new owner of a property on Lake Street had cut down a lot of little scrub trees that were in the Town right of way and that if the Town was going to be fair and consistent this would need to be addressed also and that if people had built things such as fences etc. in the Town Right of Way they might have to remove the items, so be careful what you wish for.  
	D. Hartenstein said she had written 3 letters to D. Lanpher and W. Van Wyck regarding landscaping crisis. She has not heard back from Lanpher. She did receive a reply from Van Wyck that stated this was something that needed to be worked out with the landowners.  Then she found out that it was Van Wyck Brothers from Vergennes had been doing the removal of trees and brush.  She asked if this issue had been brought to the Town Attorney’s attention.   H. Hall said no.  The Road Foreman pointed out that most of what had been taken in Panton was brush and sumac that the road crew was going to try and cut down.  It was asked if the Road Foreman worked for the Vorsteveld Farm.  H. Hall said that he was highly offended that this was brought up.  R. Cloutier did a very good job for the Town and his credentials were not in question and what or who he worked for in off hours was not an issue.  M. Hurlie was concerned of how the right of way issue was being handled and did not feel the Select boards or an individual should be handling it.  Another person wanted to know if the Town could do something maybe pass a law that there would have to be a 25 foot buffer zone between the drainage ditch and the field to help protect the Lake and the drinking water.  H. Hall told him that the Development Review Board and the Planning Commission were the ones that did this type of thing.  The Dept. of Agriculture deals with what farms can and cannot do.   One person felt that the Town should contact the Environmental Agency and the Dept. of Ag. To have them answer questions that the residents might have regarding these issues.  It was asked if the Vorstevelds broke any laws in the Town of Panton.  The answer was no.  J. Provost said the Environmental Conservation was the agency to contact because they could trump the Dept. of Ag.  He felt that it was not an issue of cutting trees or brush but where the run off, the sediment, the erosion and manure were going and how it was getting there.  There is a Federal Clean Water Act and this should be looked into in more depth.   P. Bogan felt that there was a conflict of interest and that a disinterested third party should look at what had been cut.  D. Hartenstein suggested that the Selectboard read the new 2017 farming regulations.  
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	It was suggested that the Town have a water quality test be done.  P. Bogan stated that she walked on Arnold Bay Road every day and that Crabapple trees, firs and also evergreen trees had been taken down not just dead trees.

11.	Review/Approval of Bills and Time Sheets – Bills and time sheets were reviewed and approved. 
	A new spam filter needs to be put on the email accounts and the IT people are recommending an upgrade.  The Selectboard approved the upgrade.   

12.	Junk Ordinance Check In – H. Hall has ridden the roads for the fourth time checking on the Junk Ordinance.  When this was first done there were 22 out of compliance properties and there are now 3.  One new one has been added.  He has spoken with Robert Porter (Moose) regarding being out of compliance.  M. Porter said he was trying to achieve this.  Most of the items that make the property out of compliance are in back of his house.  He hopes to be in compliance by August.  It is a slow process and takes time.  People felt that a fine should have been imposed by this time.  It was explained that the Town could issue a ticket but it would have to be proven in court and that is when the fine would be charged.  H. Hall explained that you cannot go on someone’s property to see what is there.  It is illegal.  H. Hall told everyone that there was a procedure that had to be followed in this processing the Junk Ordinance.  It was brought to M. Porter attention that possibly he could get a container to put some of the stuff in to help clean up the property.   E. Biello and C. McEwan stated that they didn’t feel that anything had been done since the Ordinance went into effect.  T. Smith pointed out that many of the properties that had initially been out of compliance were now in compliance and this was a very unfair thing to say.  It was just that the one that was most visible was not in compliance yet.  The Selectboard was asked if the Town helped clean up the property could a lien be put on the property.  H. Hall said he would have to contact the Town Attorney.  
	Junk Ordinance will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

13.	Draft Zoning Regs & Subdivision Set up Warned Meeting (Meeting has to be published and warned 15 days in advance) – Meeting will be scheduled for July 11th at 5:45 P.M. 

14.	Correspondence – All correspondence was reviewed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	At 8:22 P.M. Z. Weaver moved to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.  T. Smith 2nd.  All approved.  Z. Weaver moved to exit Executive Session at 9:10 P.M.  T. Smith 2nd.  All approved.  No action was taken. 

15.	Adjourn – H. Hall move to adjourn at 9:10 P.M.  T. Smith 2nd.  All approved.
